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In John in Sixteen Parts (New
York, PPOW. Boston. Howard
Yezerski, and Chicago, Stephe
Daiter, 1997, $20 paper, $35 hard-
cover), Gary Schneider proceeds
instead by progressive elaboration,
exanuning a single subject—the sit-

ter’s face

s0 closely that it is
endowed with monumental propor-
tions. A former painter, performance
aruist, and filmmaker, Schneider pro-
duced these photographs in 16 sit-
ungs, using narrow beams of limiced
light and half-hour expesures. Nose
to nose with John, we watch his face
come apart, our vision drawn into
the darkness at the center of his
pupils, the hollows of his ear, the
pores of his nose, the shadows
around his tightly closed mouth. The
mmtimacy, like the blurred features
and lack of light, is powerfully
uncomfortable; causing optical self-
corrections to feel like emotional
adjustments is chief among this

book™ strengths.
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